
 

 

Beatitudes Church 
In-Person Worship Protocols and Best Practices 

 

Everyone is feeling anxious and would like to have a return to “normal” during this pandemic.  
Beatitudes Church is no different. The staff, the Board of Directors, and the comments from many 
congregants reflect the same thing; we miss in-person gatherings.   Accordingly, we must ask what 
are the next steps to take to safely return to in-person worship? 
 
The Board of Directors addressed this question and formed a Best Practices COVID-19 Task Force 
to establish a comprehensive reopening strategy that is both adaptable and balanced based on 
Maricopa County metrics and our desire to reopen safely. How we decide on in-person gatherings 
will be based on the advice of medical experts, as well as science and statistical information from 
the Arizona Department of Public Health, COVID Act Now and ASU Department of Biosciences. 
We will be adapting the approach of  
Maricopa County by averaging two weeks of statistics in the following areas: 
 

• Effective Reproduction Rate (average # of people who become infected by an 
infectious person) 

• Diagnostic test percent positive for Maricopa County 
• Numbers of positive COVID-19 cases per 100,000 residents for the Maricopa 

County 
 
Currently, we offer online worship services, and Zoom videoconference classes and gatherings to 
stay connected. While we know conditions are ever-changing through this pandemic, our goal is to 
establish virus safe protocols so that physically able participants wanting to return to church can 
do so confidently knowing every reasonable precaution has been taken to protect their health and 
well-being.  The adoption of the metric review by the task force will help enable us to reopen with 
the utmost safety while ensuring that we limit our potential for community spread.  
 
With these guidelines in mind, we are aiming to start outside in-person worship when: 
 

• Effective Reproduction Rate for Maricopa County declines below 1.0 for 2 
consecutive weeks 

• Diagnostic Test Percent Positive in Maricopa County declines for 2 consecutive 
weeks 

• Positive COVID-19 cases per 100,000 in Maricopa County declines for 2 
consecutive weeks 

 
We may begin limited worship inside the worship center when all the following are true: 
 

• Effective Reproduction Rate for Maricopa County declines below 1.0 for 2 
consecutive weeks 

• Diagnostic Test Percent Positive in Maricopa County declines below 5% for 2 
consecutive weeks  

• Positive COVID-19 cases per 100,000 in Maricopa County declines below 10 cases 
per 100,000 for 2 consecutive weeks. 



 

 

 
Online worship will continue to be offered to those unable to participate in in-person worship. 
 
Each Monday, the metrics will be reviewed by the task force and should the community spread 
remain at an acceptable level to allow for limited gatherings, the following CDC, State, County, 
and church guidelines will be in place: 
 

• Limits on how many participants may worship in the designated space either outside or 
within the worship center 

• Registering for participation online ahead of time  
• Seating to allow for social distancing - 6 feet between seats in the designated space 
• Group seating for members of the same household will be spaced 6 feet from other seating 
• Face masks are required for anyone over the age of 2 years covering both mouth and nose 

and must be worn throughout the entire service (this is for both indoor and outdoor events) 
• Ushers will seat all participants 
• People waiting to be seated will be spaced 6 ft apart with clear markings on foyer floor or on 

sidewalk 
• No nursery or children or youth enrichment classes will be offered 
• No singing. The CDC identifies singing as a high-risk action during this pandemic (Please 

continue to sing in your heart) 
• No administering of communal sacraments (at this time) 
• No offering plates will be passed. Offering boxes will be located in the foyer of the worship 

space for indoor service or you may continue giving securely online or by mail 
• No printable materials including bulletins, hymnals or Bibles will be used 
• Signage will be placed directing the flow of traffic with one way in and one way out of 

restrooms 
• Restrooms will be open with a maximum of two people allowed in at any given time 
• No drinking fountains will be available for use 
• Hand sanitizer will be available upon entering the worship space or entering the outdoor 

space  
• After service, Ushers will release participants by rows 
• There will be no coffee hour or fellowship gatherings offered following the worship service 
 
 
We ask you to please stay safe at home and worship via the recorded or livestream service if: 

• You are at high-risk (participants with auto-immune challenges or participants 
identified as high-risk by the Maricopa County Department of Health 

• You have been or feel ill or have a fever 
• You have been exposed to someone who has been diagnosed with COVID-19 
• You are not comfortable wearing a mask 

 


